WE    START    FOR   EVEREST   AGAIN

(The following is an extract from a letter written from
No. I Camp to my parents on May 4th.)

" I have been busy the last few days testing every-
one's blood-pressure, pulse, expired air and so on, and
often repacking food for the higher camps, so that by
now every box of food is marked and ready for its
destination, and need not be opened till it gets there.

" I went one or two walks, one very fine climb to a
mountain 19,000 feet high (not much, here!) with a
glorious view. As I did this in two and a quarter hours
from camp (16,500 feet), I think my wind is pretty good.
Anyway, here we are setting off for the higher camps on
our first attempt to do the climb. We are to have
three days' rest at Camp No. 3, and three days at the
North Col (23,000 feet) for acclimatization ; and on the
i6th we hope to launch the attack, Norton and I going
without oxygen, Mallory and Irvine with it. Whatever
the result, you will know it long before you get this
letter. Given good weather, I have hopes; but bad
weather is so prevalent on the mountain just now that
I am a bit apprehensive. Anyway, we'll do our best,
and I don't think there is as much danger as two years
ago, for we know how to avoid it, and what to avoid,
so much better. Two Tibetan women are waiting to
take this letter down to the Base, and they smell so
strong that I must stop. I'll try and write again from
higher up."
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